OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION AND MANAGEMENT
1950 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1950
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April 21, 2026

Andrew Gillies
KEYT/KKFX/KCOY News
Email: Andrew.gillies@keyt.com

Dear Mr. Gillies:

This responds to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) appeal, dated September 5,
2025. You appealed the determination of the Freedom of Information Division (FOID) to deny
your request for expedited processing in response to your FOIA request, dated August 25, 2025.

After carefully considering your appeal, | have determined that your request for
expedited processing should continue to be denied. Your appeal seeks expedited processing on
the basis that “potential violation of federal law regarding the use of military resources for
domestic law enforcement that only became more compelling based on responses from multiple
layers of authorization within the Department of Defense including the Office of Secretary of
Defense/Joint Staff,” which I understand to be a claim of compelling need under Department of
War regulations.

Compelling need is demonstrated where “the information is urgently needed by an
individual primarily engaged in disseminating information in order to inform the public
concerning actual or alleged government activity.” 32 CFR § 286.8(e)(1)(1)(B). As a requester
seeking expedited processing under this standard, you must demonstrate both that your “primary
professional activity or occupation is information dissemination, and not an incidental or
secondary activity, though it need not be [your] sole occupation,” and “a particular urgency to
inform the public about the government activity involved in the request—one that extends
beyond the public’s right to know about government activity generally.” 32 CFR § 286.8(¢)(3).

In determining whether you have demonstrated that there is an “urgency to inform the
public” under 32 CFR § 286.8(e)(3), I considered three factors: “(1) whether the request
concerns a matter of current exigency to the American public; (2) whether the consequences of
delaying a response would compromise a significant recognized interest; and (3) whether the
request concerns federal government activity.” Al-Fayed v. CIA, 254 F.3d 300, 310 (D.C. Cir.
2001). Although your request concerns a federal government activity, you have not established
that the requested records are a matter of current exigency to the American public, nor that
delaying a response would compromise a significant recognized interest. You therefore have not
demonstrated that the specific requested information must be released on an faster-than-usual
basis in order to avoid one of the harms, or achieve one of the benefits, that are outlined in the
regulations governing expedited processing of FOIA requests. As a result of this denial, your
request will remain in its original processing queue with other pending requests and will be
addressed in turn.



For your information, the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) offers
mediation services to resolve disputes between FOIA requesters and Federal agencies as a non-
exclusive alternative to litigation. Using OGIS services does not affect your right to pursue
litigation. The contact information for OGIS is as follows:

Office of Government Information Services
National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740-6001
ogis(@nara.gov

Toll free: 1-877-684-6448

If you are dissatisfied with my action on your appeal, the FOIA permits you to file a
lawsuit in federal district court in accordance with 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(B).

Sincerely,

KREMLACE | Sremon
K.MICHAEL. AEL.1187984463
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Michael Kremlacek
Director
Privacy, Civil Liberties, and Transparency
Directorate
cc:
FOID



